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towards higher ideals in the service of humanity, and its
abiding faith in the freedom of personality.
There are, however, various reasons for the lack of proper
evaluation and appreciation of the West by the East. The
outward signs of Western influence are tangibly present in
India but they do not represent the best and noblest tradi-
tions of Western civilization. " By a strange paradox and
inversion/' laments G. K. Chesterton, ic we have claimed
superiority in everything except the things in which we are
superior. We have extended to Asia all the accidents of
Europe ; but we have hardly dared to say a word for the
substance of Europe ; least of all for the soul of Europe." x
The best minds of Europe and Asia are therefore in
complete agreement as to the need for an intimate cultural
contact between the West and East. It is in the synthesis
of the two main streams of culture that we must look for the
ultimate solution of the intricate problem of adjusting our
relationships. " The opening of the Suez Canal/' wrote
Tagore, in a message to the American Friends' Service
Committee, " has freed the path of commerce between the
two great geographical divisions of the world. My appeal
is to open up the channel for the commerce of Culture be-
tween the Western continents and my own country, India,
which represents the East, for through such freedom of
communication will be fulfilled a most important mission
of education. Mountains and seas cannot obstruct the
fact that deep in our beings we need you and you need us,
for we are kin/'
But the realization of this relationship is possible only
in an atmosphere of fellowship. An American citizen
once said to a distinguished Indian visitor that " the West
will never appreciate the East unless the East can look
the West horizontally in the face/' This is, of course, the
whole argument of Nationalist India for concentrating its
entire resources on the struggle for political freedom. It
1 See his preface to M. Henri Massis' *' Defence of the West/'    Faber
& Gwyer, London:   1927.

